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History

Battambang City, with around 140,000 inhabitants, is the largest
secondary city in Cambodia. Its name comes from the legend of Bat
Dambong, the “Disappearing Stick”. Situated on the Sangker River,
people have lived in wooden houses along its banks for centuries.
When the province was associated with the Siamese (1795 to 1907),
Battambang City had about 2,500 residents. By the end of the 19th
century the number increased to around 100,000. An open-air market
(today known as Psar Nath), numerous pagodas, a Chinese temple and
rectangular fort with the palace of the Lord Governor dating to 1830
were landmarks of the city.

During the French protectorate the formerly dispersed settlement
was transformed into a busy marketplace, urban agglomeration and
administrative stronghold. The French introduced two urban develop-
ment plans, including a grid pattern of streets, the construction of
bridges and a railway linking Battambang to Phnom Penh.

After Cambodia’s independence Battambang City quintupled its

area and became the industrial and commercial centre of the region.
Several large infrastructure and public facilities were built under the
state modernization program; including schools, university, sports
centre, museum and exhibition hall, roads, airport and the extension
of the railway line to Poipet.

Further Information

The Battambang Municipality, supported by the German Development
Service, DED, has launched the initiative “Our City — Our Heritage”
with the aim of preserving valuable heritage buildings with their
original appearance to sustain the cultural identity and unique

historic character of the city; the inner city area shown on this map

is classi ed as a “Heritage Protection Area”. Khmer Architecture Tours
promotes urban heritage in Cambodia, especially in Phnom Penh,

and conducts tours on architectureand public-awareness projects.

www.kambodscha.ded.de / www.gdc-cambodia.org
www.battambang-heritage.org / www.ka-tours.org i/
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Urban Heritage

Battambang City has inherited a rich urban heritage with a

great variety of historic architecture, representing different
phases of the city’s history. The city center between Road #1

and Road #3 is characterized by a coherent ensemble of about
800 heritage buildings from the French protectorate and from the
Sangkum Reastr Niyum (period after the country’s independence).

Outside of this area, outstanding heritage buildings, like the New
Khmer Architecture of the Battambang University, French-Classical
style villas along the river and traditional Khmer wooden houses can
be found. Throughout the city beautiful Wats are expression of the
city’s religious heritage. All these historic buildings and ensembles
contribute to the city’s unique character and beauty.
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The maps are about understanding and appreciating the city as a o
whole and include buildings from various periods. We have not tried to 13.
be historically comprehensive but aim to offer interesting walks, which 12.
capture the special qualities of ordinary buildings and streets as well =
as some important landmarks. [ )
14
The inner city of Battambang is dominated by SHOPHOUSES, a vernacular ®
type of building common in urban Southeast Asia. Chinese immigrants
introduced the shophouse to Battambang in the early 20th century. The
mostly two-story buildings combine residential with commercial use. A
courtyard providing light and air separates front and rear buildings. The
average plot size is 4-to-5 meters by 20-to-25 meters. Typical is the 15

“ ve-foot-way,” a covered walkway protecting pedestrians from rain and

sun. The facades show a variety of styles and ornamentation. During the

French period they were representative and rich in decorative plaster 16
ornaments, but much simpler during the Sangkum period.
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60s by the forestry unit. After the Khmer Rouge period the building’s use
changed periodically, housing a maternity clinic, the Department of Fine
Arts and Culture and nally, since 1999, the Provincial Department of
Land Management, Urban Planning, Construction and Cadastres.

15. Wat Damrey Sor

Construction of this wat (whose name translates as “White Elephant”) was
initiated by one of the wives of the Thai Lord Governor Choom named Ing.
Therefore design of the main vihara includes elements of Thai Buddhist
architecture. Built in 1904, the vihear features ne wooden decorations
on pediments and lime plaster carvings surrounding the outer walls,
depicting scenes from the Ramayana literary epic. Two buildings on

each side of the main axis east of the main vihara were demolished; one
housed elephant stables. The compound used to be accessed from the
river in the east, but it is blocked today by the Provincial Museum.

In 1907, when the provinces Battambang, Sishopon and Siem Reap were
returned to Cambodia, the Lord Governor and his family ed to Thailand
and settled in Prachin Buri Province. There he built a wat following the
form of Wat Damrey Sor and named it Wat Kaewpichit.

16. Former canal south of Wat Damrey Sor

Today’s garden south of Wat Damrey Sor used to be a canal named

“0 Ta Kam.” It was connected to the north canal named “Prek Moha Tep.”
Both were part of a drainage system. A wooden bridge used to cross the
“0 Ta Kam” canal near the present day post of ce. Between 1953 and
1970 the canal was lled up and transformed into a small park and
broad avenue. A sewage and drainage system was installed instead

to prevent ooding.
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